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The University of Montana Friends of the Library will present a full-size color print 
of a James E. Dew watercolor entitled "Old Virginia City" to each person who donates a 
minimum of $15 to the Friends of the Library's annual campus library book campaign. Funds 
donated during the drive will be used for the purchase of books for the UM Library. 
Dew, a UM art professor, who is acting chairman of the UM art department, donated the 
painting of "Old Virginia City" to the Friends of the Library for the book-fund drive. 
In announcing the annual fund-raising campaign by the UM Friends of the Library, 
Earle C. Thompson, dean of Library Services on the Missoula campus, said each $15 
contribution earns a membership in the Friends of the Library as well as a print of the 
painting. 
Dew's watercolor, which measures about 24 by 28 inches, is the sixth painting 
donated since 1970 by Montana artists to the Friends of the Library to obtain funds for UM 
Library books. To date, a total of about $20,000 in direct contributions has been raised 
by the UM Friends of the Library for new books for the UM Library. 
Highlights of Dew's work include a bright cloudy sky; lamp pole; stagecoach; stable; 
tree, and picket fence. Shades of blues and purples are among the colors featured in the 
painting. 
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Commenting on Dew's gift, Thompson said, "We feel that Dew's painting is an outstanding 
example of our series of 'Once Upon A Time' art, and we are sure reproductions of the 
painting will get a good response in the fund-rais1ng campa1gn. 
"We always look forward to the campaign itself because the fund-raising effort is a 
major source of contributions to our funding for the purchase of library books," Thompson 
said. "The fund-raising effort by the UM Friends of the Library is the most continuous 
source of funding for the University Library outside of our state budget." 
The painting has been placed in the UM Library's permanent collection. 
Dew, who joined the UM art faculty in 1947, has exhibited paintings in a number of 
cities, including Spokane and Seattle, Wash.; Minneapolis, Minn.; Oklahoma City, Okla.; 
Las Vegas, Nev.; Youngstown, Ohio, and Pittsburgh, Pa. Twelve of his watercolors and an 
article he wrote appeared in "Ford Times" magazine. He received both his bachelor's degree 
and master's degree at Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio. 
Thompson said checks and money orders for the book fund may be made out to the UM 
Friends of the Library and sent to the Alumni Office, University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 
59801. Contributors donating $15 or more should include their names and addresses so prints 
of the Dew painting may be sent to them. An ample supply of Dew's watercolor will be 
available to book fund donors. 
Other Montana artists who have contributed paintings to the UM Friends of the Library 
to raise funds for library books are: Irvin "Shorty" Shope, Helena, 1970; Les Peters, 
Great Falls, 1971; Ace L. Powell, Kalispell, 1972; Sheryl L. Bod1ly, Columbia Falls, 1973, 
and Walter Hook, a UM art professor, 1974. 
George W. Oechsli, executive director of the UM Alumni Association, said book plates 
with donors' inscriptions will be placed in books purchased for the UM Library. 
## 
